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gardener of the year

Names Tracey & Dean Shipley Location Goughs Bay, Vic 
Garden Style Cool climate formal with creative elements 
Garden Age 10 years Garden Size 2.4ha

This structured garden is anchored by several mazes, created 
for the couple’s children. It also features a multitude of cottage 
and hedging plants, and deciduous trees, all in defined rooms. 

What did you start with? A paddock and a dam.
Did you have a plan in mind? We knew when we bought  
the land that we wanted to put mazes in. We did a plan  
and knew where most things were going to go. 
Who inspired you to garden? My mum. One of my earliest 
memories is picking beans with Mum and eating them raw.
Greatest pleasure in your garden? I’m addicted to buying 
plants, putting them in the earth and watching them grow.
Greatest disappointment? Acer ‘October Glory’ hasn’t done 
well. They’ve been damaged by wind and they get a borer bug.
Best friend in the garden? My trimmers. Until a year ago,  
I did my topiary with scissors. I’m a hairdresser by trade! When 
Mum and Dad saw me doing this, they bought me the trimmers.
Favourite plants? The roses. Nearly all of them have  
been chosen for fragrance. I love the Delbard Painters 
collection. We have some David Austins, too. 
Favourite time to relax in the garden? In spring, it’s the 
morning, when I take my cup of tea out with me and sit in the 
heart garden and watch the birds. They come in close.
Best time to work in the garden? Saturday morning. I go out 
in my pyjamas for a wander and before I know it, I’m doing stuff.
Plans for the future? We’re going to put in a labyrinth. They’re 
meant to be very relaxing and spiritual. If you have a question 
in your head at the beginning, by the time you’ve reached  
the centre, you should have the answer.
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